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Knights In Shining Armor  
By: Alisa Andrews and Allison File 

 

“ Who you are tomorrow begins 
with what you do today. ”  

-Tim Fargo 

We have many available scholarship 
opportunities for upperclassmen at NLHS!  

Below are some of the upcoming applications 
due dates with links to their websites: 

 

State Employees Credit Union People 
Helping People:  

$10,000 Parent or student MUST be a SECU 
member. Note that the FAFSA must be 
completed in order to be eligible. Additionally, 
you must attend one of the 16 public NC 
universities. Application due March 1st to Ms. 
Black. 

 Additional Information:   Click Here 

Application:   Click Here  

 

Bulow Bowman Scholarship: 

Female Attending UNCG or NC State. 
Application due March 3rd. 

Application:   Click Here 

 

NL Sports Boosters Scholarships: 

$500 to one male and one female- Must be a 
sports booster membe. Due March 19 to Sports 
Boosters. 

Application:  Click Here 

 

 

*For more information on scholarships* 

Click Here 

 

 

 

Congratulations to these Knights!! 

Lily Loeffler has signed with Flagler University 
to play volleyball in St. Augustine Florida.  
 
The following Knights have signed for baseball; 
Tyler Lilly has signed with Erskine College in 
South Carolina, Tyler McPeak signed to play for 
Campbell, and Nick Solomita will play for UNC-
Greensboro.  
 
Chandler McCaslin has signed with UNC 
Greensboro to run both Track and Cross 
Country.  
We are wishing all of these outstanding seniors 
the best of luck as they continue their education 
and athletic careers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Castle  
By: Grace Holbrooks & Liz Woodby 

 

The Creative Castle is here to showcase the 

artisans of North Lincoln High School. If you 

want to share your creativity with us, our emails 

are below for submissions: 

gracemack21601@gmail.com & 

llwoodby@gmail.com 

 

Poetry 
12 days 

By Kevin Zimmerman 
   
June, 
the wind curls, sunlight denounces iniquity: 
Salvation. 
Life transcending and weaving over newly laid 
wood: 
a parade. 
 
I hold bright fruit, 
liberation and sugar-filled smiles, 
silence brews in shadows,  
yet a new breeze greets me through old 
branches. 
 
My candle is in flame, 
I can see over mountains, 
my skin stretching with the seasons, 
watching rain become the sea: 
I have found something that stays. 
 
Cages of light allure and clouds beckon 
overhead, 
I think back to the time when I wished to join 
them, 
to summon feathered wings and climb 
atmospheres  
like ladders, 
calling upon newfound power, 
a cognitive renaissance, 
a nativity in rebirth. 
 
Forming a smile  
out of denial and frustration; 
Acceptance. 
 
Mysterious redirection of apathy; 
tiling in stillwater, 
as I lay, solemnly, at the bottom of a lake 
waiting for those who promised that impossible 
salvation.  
 
Deadweight, and hollowed out; 
Purged, yet somehow not completely empty. 
Underwater all I could see were reflections 
and none of them were of me. 
 
My fingers trace your name in the soft clay. 
 
Color woven into the seams of waves, 
the sun setting behind your head, 
the paint seems so real 
the vows echoed in that high 
to becoming new; 
A Beginning. 
 
There is more than the surface 
deceit lingers in betrayal. 
misplaced trust accompanied by anger; 
deciding to no longer be blinded or jettisoned, 
abandoned, bleached, cleaned, 
the abc’s. 
 
I can lay in my bed without feeling exhausted, 

Knight Life 
By: Hannah Caldwell

 

 
   McKenzie’s Habitat team on the build day 

      North Lincoln Senior McKenzie Jones has 

been improving the lives of people in her 

community and abroad for the past three 

years. She serves as the president and 

founder of the North Lincoln Chapter of Habitat 

for Humanity and she has been awarded the 

Gold award, a prestigious award for community 

service given through the Girl Scouts of 

America program. McKenzie founded the North 

Lincoln chapter of Habitat for Humanity this 

year, and the club has accomplished an 

impressive amount. The NL chapter has 

participated in building a house in the Denver 

community, as well as volunteering through the 

Habitat readers program, a program active in 

elementary schools in the area. McKenzie got 

involved in Habitat when the local director 

approached her after she gave her DECA 

presentation. (DECA is just another of the 

many clubs she is active in). Jones says that 

after hearing the local director talk about 

getting more high school students involved she 

wanted to be a part of making that happen. 

When asked about her favorite part of working 

with Habitat McKenzie answered that she 

loved getting to know the people that were 

getting their house and hearing their testimony 

of how this changes their lives. Anyone 16 

years or older can participate in Habitat with a 

parent’s signature, although Mckenzie 

laughingly reported that if you wanted to go up 

on a ladder at the build site, you have to be at 

least 18. She recalled being one of the few 18-

year-olds on the building site, saying “I was on 

a ladder literally all day”.  

    Perhaps the most impressive thing about 

McKenzie Jones is what she did to get her 

Gold Award. McKenzie, who lives with 

diabetes, recalled a tough moment when her 

parents sat her down and told her that she 

could not go to Guatemala on a family mission 

trip, because there were no resources to treat 

her there. “I had never been restricted like that 

before. I just began to worry about the people 

in Guatemala struggling with diabetes, and I 

knew I had to do something,” Jones said. The 

Gold Award is the Girl Scout equivalent of the 

Eagle Scout Award. A recipient must complete 

80 hours of work on their project, and it must 

be approved by a board. McKenzie started her 

project by emailing clinics in Guatemala 

information on diabetes and how to treat it. 

When getting back responses that the clinics 

 

https://www.lcsnc.org/cms/lib/NC01911169/Centricity/Domain/274/2018%20People%20Helping%20People%20Eligibility%20Criteria.pdf
https://www.lcsnc.org/cms/lib/NC01911169/Centricity/Domain/274/2018%20SECU%20Student%20Application.docx
https://www.lcsnc.org/cms/lib/NC01911169/Centricity/Domain/274/2018%20Bulow%20Bowman%20Application.doc
https://goo.gl/forms/R0fLRc0MxnkDZVXG3
https://www.lcsnc.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=6613
mailto:gracemack21601@gmail.com
mailto:llwoodby@gmail.com


Upcoming Events! 
By: Faith Guia 

 
Thursday, March 8th: 
-Registration for the 2018-2019 school year! 
 
Saturday, March 10th (9am): 
-North Lincoln High School’s second annual  
iKnight 5k trail run, hosted by our PTO and the 
NLHS track team. 
 
Monday, March 26th, Tuesday, 27th & 
Wednesday, 28th: 
-Prom tickets are on sale! Tickets will be 
available for purchase during all three lunches. 
Tickets will cost $35 for Seniors and $45 for 
Juniors. (Prices will increase if tickets are 
purchased at a later date.) 
 
Wednesday, March 28th:  
-End of the third nine weeks. 
 
Thursday, March 29th & Friday, March 30th: 
-Teacher work days, no school for students. 
 
Thursday, March 29th-31st: 
-NLHS History club takes a trip to Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania! (Coach departs from the school 
at 7am.) 
 

 

Special Recognition 
By: Bella Reid 

 

Swim team captain Grady Bartro has 

made North Lincoln proud these past few 

months. Not only did Bartro qualify for 1A/2A 

West Regional Championships for two individual 

events, he also placed in the 1A/2A State 

Championships. He placed 16th in his 200m 

freestyle and 18th in his 500m freestyle. As well 

as being a captain of the North Lincoln Knights 

swim team, Bartro is also a swimmer for a 

competitive team, SwimMac Carolina. He 

estimates that during the school year he swims 

around 11 hours per week. He started out 

swimming when he was about 5 years old, and 

is unsure of his future in swimming after high 

school.  

Alongside Bartro at 1A/2A West 

Regional Championships were Regan Lang and 

Kale Macintosh, for individual events. Regan 

Lang swam in the 100m women’s breaststroke, 

placing 21st, Kale Macintosh swam in the 200m 

men’s freestyle and placed 16th. Also, the 400m 

men’s relay, which consisted of Grady Bartro, 

Kale Macintosh, Michael Figueroa, and Case 

Curwood placed 16th. Way to go Knights!! 

 

I touched my ceiling without the ground pulling 
me back down, 
the lightning struck only once. 
 
Maybe I do belong in those clouds, 
an aimless turtledove as a promise for much 
greener pastures, 
the mountainside wrapped in a blanket of 
daisies, 
I can feel my heart beating in my palms; 
maybe the believing is the beginning. 
 

- Kevin Zimmerman, 12th grade 

 

Photography 

 
 

“I took these pictures during the bittersweet senior 

Knight basketball game. With it being the last home 

game of the season, and the last game of many 

players’ high school career, everyone showed out. 

Although we didn’t end up winning that night, it’s 

evident to me that what we did gain was much bigger 

than that. I turned to the student section and tried to 

capture what I saw as the most important thing, the 

support of other. No matter the outcome of the 

game, the Knights came together one last time.”  

 

 
“This picture captures the intense emotion that the 

team experiences while playing. During this 

particular game, we needed that extra layup Junior 

Nick Mckinney had just made. Showing his 

excitement for Mckinney getting us back on top, 

Senior Lance Bailey celebrates with him and they 

persevered through the rest of the game.” 

 

- Laney Marler, 12th grade took both 

pictures and offered her thoughts on each 

 

 
 

couldn’t treat or scan for diabetes, Mckenzie 

decided she was going to have to get supplies 

to Guatemala herself. Her project was a wild 

success. She has taken two trips down to work 

with Mercy Clinic in Guatemala and has found 

and helped treat 18 people with diabetes. 

McKenzie especially remembers one man, a 

teacher who was found to have diabetes. He 

was diagnosed on the first trip down and when 

she went back for the second time she was 

able to see him again. He was healthy and 

taking medication to treat and manage his 

diabetes. It is important to treat diabetes 

because, when left alone, it can lead to severe 

blindness and death. Mckenzie said that the 

best part of that project was the ability to see 

the tangible impact she had on those people’s 

lives. When asked about how her service has 

made and impact on her life, Mckenzie 

responded, “it just makes me really happy, and 

it is a good stress reliever. It also makes me 

feel like I am really living out God’s will for me”. 

When asked who her biggest supporter is, 

Mckenzie responded “definitely my mom. She 

has just always been there for me.” Even 

though she doesn’t serve for her benefit, 

Mckenzie has been accepted into several good 

colleges, including the University of South 

Carolina and University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill. She says that community service 

has helped her with her communication skills, 

as well, and that colleges like to see that skill. 

Mckenzie Jones has been able to make a big 

impact in the lives of other people, and who 

knows what she is going to do next?  

-Hannah Caldwell  

____________________________________ 

Entertainment 
By: Rebecca Del Rossi and Hannah McGuire 

 

The Winter Olympic Games in PyeongChang, 

South Korea occured/will occur on February 

8th to the 25th. With over two weeks of 

coverage on most major channels, The Sword 

and the Pen wanted to know what sports you 

will/did follow throughout the Games? 

 

The chart above shows that 
23% of students most looked 
forward to figure skating, 
13% snowboarding, 10% 
bobsledding, 9% curling, 5% 
ski jump, 3% hockey, 3% 
luge, 1% skiing, and 1% 
skeleton. However, 32% of 
the surveyed students 
did/will not watch the Winter 
Olympics, whether due to 
apathy or commitments.  

_____________________________________ 

Not having the best of days? Take this uplifting 

quiz to receive a compliment! 

Pick Six Pizzas And We’ll Give You A 

Compliment 

 

https://www.buzzfeed.com/raechilling/pick-some-pictures-of-pizza-and-i-will-give-you-a-2x863
https://www.buzzfeed.com/raechilling/pick-some-pictures-of-pizza-and-i-will-give-you-a-2x863


Knight’s Kingdom 
By: Grace Holbrooks, Faith Guia, & Rebecca Del Rossi 

 

Volunteer Opportunities  
 

All of these are great opportunities to help out 
the community and also can help those who 

need volunteer hours for a club! 
 

● Sally’s YMCA - Denver - (704) 716 - 
7300 

● Denver Baptist Church - Denver - (704) 
403 - 3030 

● Lakewood Care Center (Retirement 
Home) - Denver - (704) 483 - 7000 

● Habitat for Humanity Restore - Denver - 
(704) 466 - 4300 

● Mooresville Soup Kitchen - Mooresville - 
(704) 660 - 9010 

● The Corner Table - Newton - (828) 464 - 
0355 

● Cornelius Animal Shelter - Cornelius - 
(704) 237 - 3602 

 
 

 
 

Job Opportunities  
 

Go and get an application at any one of these 
places if you are looking for a job!!! 

 
 

● Burger King - Denver 
● Arbys - Denver & Lincolnton 
● Chick - Fil - A - Denver 
● Wendy's - Denver & Lincolnton 
● Pie 5 Pizza - Lincolnton 
● Homingstead (senior care) - Lincolnton 

 

Sports 
By: Mattie Lancaster and Bella Reid 
 

2/14/18 Spring Sport Tryouts began 
3/1/18 First Golf Match of the season at 
Deerbrook Country Club 
3/5/18 Golf Match at Westport 
3/8/18 Golf Match at Larkin 
3/14/18 Golf Match at Westport 
3/19/18 Golf Match at River Run 
3/20/18 Golf Match at Lincolnton Country Club 
3/26/18 Golf Match at Rock Barn 

 

 

The Bard’s Tale 
by: Hannah McGuire 

 

How often do students get the chance to just sit down 
and read a story? Now, all you have to do is look at 
each month’s issue of The Sword and Pen to get a 
few hundred words about a normal high school 
senior...except she has a secret. Read to find out 
more! 

 

 

Aria Becker, the seventeen-year-old high school senior, was not having a great day. At least it was 
a Saturday. 

As might be expected by her name, Aria was a singer. She had planned on getting up reasonably 
early that morning so as to practice for her upcoming college audition. However, Aria woke later 
than expected, putting her in a grouchy mood. She rumbled down the stairs groggily, rubbing her 
sleep-filled eyes, to see her family lounging in the living room. Both her mother and father were 
sipping quietly on their coffee and her little sister, Melody, was strapping on her shin guards. The 
eight-year-old was similar in appearance to her older sister; they both had the same straight brown 
hair and hazel eyes. Where they were identical in looks, however, they made up for by having 
polar opposite personalities. Aria tended to be more quiet, reserved, and generally more organized 
than her messy and rambunctious sister.  

"Aria! Are you ready for my game?" Melody shrieked as she saw her sister coming down the stairs. 
She hastily stood and sprinted to her sibling, hugging her and knocking Aria off balance.  

"Do I really have to go?" Aria whined, giving her best puppy dog eyes to her parents. "I didn't get 
the chance to get up and practice this morning." 

"Sorry, Aria," her mother replied, shrugging her shoulders as she sipped her coffee. "You skipped 
out on the last one, and Melody has never missed one of your recitals or concerts. You need to 
be there for your little sister." 

Aria glanced at her father, hoping that he would have her side. He had been a music major in 
college and had been a teacher at the local elementary school for years. However, he avoided her 
eyes, keeping his face buried in the book he was reading. 

"Fine," Aria sighed. She turned around and stomped back up the stairs to get dressed. 

Forty minutes later, Aria and her parents were standing on the side of the field as her sister's team 
kicked the soccer ball. Aria had to admit: for an eight-year-old, Melody was fairly good. She 
dribbled the ball around an opponent and passed it cleanly to the boy at the other end of the field 
in the same green jersey as Melody who scored the first goal of the game. Aria clapped politely as 
her sister beamed at her. 

"Did you see that, Aria?" Melody asked excitedly. Aria nodded, trying to look excited as she gave 
her sister a big thumbs up and a smile. Melody ran off, and Aria yawned. Soccer bored her 
senseless. She had tried to play the sport herself in elementary school and had great respect for 
the athletes, but Aria just couldn't get into it. She started to hum to herself.  

Soon, the humming had turned into a light song under the breath of her own composition. "I wish 
I didn't have to be here. I wish it would rain and cancel the game.." 

"Aria, honey, be careful what you wish for," her father said, focusing on the game but laughing 
lightly at his daughter's humor. Just then, a crack of thunder and lightning lit up the sunny sky and 
it began to rain, scaring several children on the field. The boy who was on Melody's team and had 
made the goal screamed. 

Aria, confused, looked up at the sky. Hadn't she just sung a wish for rain and a canceled game? 
What a coincidence. Softly, she sang, "I don't mind the rain, but Melody likes this game, so stop 
the rain...please?" 

She waited for a second, and nothing happened right away. She laughed and turned away from 
the field to start toward the car like all the other parents. However, as she turned, she realized that 
the sun was reflecting off the shiny metal of her parent's SUV. The sun was shining again. What 
the heck was going on?  

To be continued next month…….stay tuned! 

 


